Resolution of type 1 reaction in multibacillary Hansen's disease as a result of treatment with cyclosporine.
Type 1 Hansen's disease reaction (reversal reaction) is believed to result from a change in the immune response in patients with borderline Hansen's disease. The only effective therapy for significant type 1 reactions has been systemic corticosteroid therapy. Cyclosporine is an immunosuppressive drug which has been widely used in organ transplantation. We report a case of type 1 reaction complicating borderline lepromatous Hansen's disease. Cyclosporine therapy resulted in prompt and sustained resolution of the reaction. The possible mechanism of action of cyclosporine and the implications regarding the immunopathogenesis of type 1 reaction are discussed.